
Hounslow Virtual Careers Fair - Love Your Career
Wednesday 3rd March 
Background:
For a number of years, we have considered leading a Careers Fair for the Borough but the main problem has been logistics. After attending a Virtual University Fair six months ago I recognised the potential and the fact that this could be adapted to suit the needs of our own community. I put the idea out to Career Leaders at a Subject Network Meeting and the uptake was 100% positive, so the process of costing and designing began. We Identified this was the type of activity that the Careers Cluster Project would enable, in terms of piloting collaborative activity with some funding to support and we made the decision to target Year 9 looking at GCSE choices and choosing options.

Aims:
· To support students making appropriate GCSE choices
· To widen students’ knowledge of careers both locally and nationally 
· To showcase Hounslow Alumni and their career journeys
· To help parents to understand the options process and where to access resources

Overview:
The event will run from 2-8p.m. Students will have a personal login and registration. They will be able to “visit” businesses, ask questions and collect resources. They can attend “Live” Talks in the theatre followed by Q&A. A series of webinars in the style of NetFlix will be available to watch or save for later. Career Advisers will be on hand to answer questions. 

What does this mean for your school?
All Year 9 students will be able to access the materials free of charge during and after the event. Professional help and guidance will be available for both parents and students. Hounslow owns the website and schools will be able to adapt it and use it for future events free of charge. 

What support schools need to provide:

· Provide contact details of Business Links - already actioned
· Suggest Alumni suitable for recording videos - already actioned
· Careers Leader to work with Head of Year 9 / Pastoral Lead to prepare the students
· Schools to promote using the marketing materials provided - YouTube video / Instagram links, etc. 
· Commitment to allow students time to “visit” on the day and one week to 10 days before to prepare for the event. 
Basic Timescale:
· End of January website built/ all businesses/ alumni contacted
· February - businesses and alumni uploading materials 
· Schools register week beginning 22nd February
· Students and Parents login and attend from 2p.m Wednesday 3rd March 
