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‘There’s so much more to a book 
than just reading.’

Maurice Sendak

WHAT ARE WE TEACHING WHEN WE READ TO CHILDREN?



We need to take reading for 
pleasure and knowledge 

seriously

Reading for pleasure is the single most 
important indicator of a child’s success (OECD 
2002)

The will influences the skill and vice versa 
(OECD 2010)



Children and young people 
who enjoy reading are five 
times more likely to read 
above the level expected for 
their age compared with 
their peers who don’t enjoy 
reading.

Findings from National Literacy Trust 
Annual Survey 2019



Children and young people 
who read daily are four 
times more likely to read 
above the level expected for 
their age compared with 
their peers who don’t read 
daily. 

Findings from National Literacy Trust 
Annual Survey 2019
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5 minutes:   400,000 words a year

21 minutes:  1,823,000 words a year

40 minutes:   3,646,000 words a year

Cunningham and Stanovich 
What Reading Does for the Mind (1998)

READING VOLUME MATTERS 





The project
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GROWING A TEAM EXPERT, ENGAGED TEACHERS
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Online 
resources 
and legacy
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CONTINGENT TALK WITH A BOOK

Shared reading has a positive impact in children’s language development.

Dialogic reading styles are more effective at boosting children’s language development than a simple, 

storytelling narrative style.

Interventions based on dialogic reading styles have a positive impact on children’s expressive vocabulary.



Contingent talk

A natural way of 
increasing language 
learning



Neil Gaiman

A book is a dream 
you hold in your hands.
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• Schools register their interest by Friday 7th May 2021 via the HEP website

• Wednesday 19th May Time– 2-3pm

• Kick-off meeting with HTs and SLT to identify Reading for Pleasure 

(RfP) teachers – time and duration to be confirmed

• June 2021 – 1st 2-hour workshops take place with RfP teachers . These will be 

afternoon sessions to include the following:

• Overview of project

• Teachers sign-up to OU Reading for Pleasure newsletters and the 

summer reading challenge

• Teachers complete own audit of knowledge of children’s literature

• Teachers given books to read over the summer to prepare for Autumn 

Term  

• 2021/22 – half-termly workshops – 2-hour workshops

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
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