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‘There’s so much more to a book than 
just reading.’

Maurice Sendak

WHAT ARE WE TEACHING WHEN WE READ TO CHILDREN?
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AIMS OF 
TODAY

• Find out about the underlying 
research

• Explore our subject knowledge
• Join the mailing lists

• OU Research Rich Pedagogies
• Just Imagine
• Summer Reading Challenge
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WHY DOES 
READING MATTER 
TO YOU?

as a child
now 
for others



hounsloweducationpartnership.co.uk

EARLY LANGUAGE 
AND READING 
EXPERIENCES 
MATTER 

• talk 
• reading
• joint attention 
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Vocabulary and language are vital 

Hart and Risley

What is the impact of early 
experiences if some of our 
children hear 13 million 
words before age 4 and 
others hear 45 million words?
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The Island of our 
Spoken Word

No matter the amount of talk we hear it will never be 
equal in complexity and variety as the written word.
Hart and Risley (2003)
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5 minutes:   400,000 words a year

21 minutes:  1,823,000 words a year

40 minutes:   3,646,000 words a year

Cunningham and Stanovich 
What Reading Does for the Mind (1998)

READING VOLUME MATTERS 
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CLOSE THE GAP

The most needy children need the most reading experiences. 
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READ: LEARN MORE.

Read. As much as possible. Mostly new stuff.

Reading expands one’s knowledge of language and the world in ways 

that increase reading skill, making it easier and more enjoyable to read. 

Increases in reading skill make it easier to consume the texts that feed 

this learning machinery. This feedback loop is the mechanism that leads 

to expertise.

Mark Seidenberg: Language at the Speed of Sight (2018)





Let me read to you…

Maia and what matters By Tine Mortier and Kaatje
Vermeire Illustrated by David Colmer



























Reflect 
How do we choose the 
books that are worth 

sharing?



hounsloweducationpartnership.co.uk

JUST IMAGINE

https://www.bestbooksforschools.com/https://justimaginestorycentre.co.uk/pages/newsletter-signup

https://www.bestbooksforschools.com/
https://justimaginestorycentre.co.uk/pages/newsletter-signup


We need to take reading 
for pleasure and 

knowledge seriously

Reading for pleasure is the single 
most important indicator of a 
child’s success (OECD 2002)
The will influences the skill and 
vice versa (OECD 2010)
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NATIONAL 
LITERACY 
TRUST 2020 
FINDINGS



Reading for Pleasure pedagogy 



Children and young people 
who read daily are four 
times more likely to read 
above the level expected for 
their age compared with 
their peers who don’t read 
daily. 

Findings from National Literacy Trust 
Annual Survey 2019



Children and young people 
who enjoy reading are five 
times more likely to read 
above the level expected for 
their age compared with 
their peers who don’t enjoy 
reading.

Findings from National Literacy Trust 
Annual Survey 2019
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National Literacy Trust survey 2019 
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TEACHERS AS READERS

The Teachers as Readers project found that when teachers widen their 
knowledge and pleasure in reading children’s literature and other texts, 
and become more aware of their own and the children’s reading 
practices, they reconceptualise reading from the inside out, and more 
effectively build a reading for pleasure pedagogy and strong communities 
of readers within and beyond school.

(Cremin et al., 2014)



https://ourfp.org/register

Audit your knowledge

https://ourfp.org/register


A-Z of picture book authors 
illustrators 



A-Z of early chapter books



A-Z of middle grade authors
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DEVELOPING OURSELVES AS READERS

vs

Let’s be authentic when talking about reading…
Sometimes, you don’t want to read what you are told 
to…
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SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

https://teachersreadingchallenge.org.uk/

https://teachersreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Your reading journey
• Holiday reading: three 

books?
• Summer Reading Challenge

Your class’s reading journey
• September Attitudes to 

reading survey 
•What are they like as 

readers? 

NEXT STEPS
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GROWING A TEAM EXPERT, ENGAGED TEACHERS

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•







Neil Gaiman

A book is a dream 
you hold in your hands.
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