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GEOGRAPHY






Auditing your local area for geography 

Julia Tanner
	Human geography
	Tick
	Comments

	Is there a range of buildings, including houses, shops, places of worship, industry, health facilities?
	
	

	If so, does the range of buildings show evidence of different:

· building materials?

· architectural styles?

· functions?
	
	

	Is there a range of land uses?
	
	

	Which of the following industries or services are visible?

· rural – farming, fishing, forestry, quarrying

· industrial – factories, manufacturing units, warehouses

· retail – corner shop, parade of shops, supermarket, department stores, markets, retail park

· leisure facilities – park, library, leisure centre, sports club, social club

· services – medical centre, emergency services, recycling area
	
	

	For transport-related investigations are there:

· safe places for traffic surveys?

· different types of roads and cycle paths/lanes?

· dedicated pedestrian areas?

· bus, tram and/or train routes?

· transport hubs – a rail and/or bus station?
	
	

	In terms of settlements, is there evidence of:

· the origins of the settlement (river crossing point, port, defensive site, route centre, etc.)?

· the old core of a modern settlement?

· growth, change, decline and/or redevelopment?
	
	


	Physical geography
	Tick
	Comments

	What type(s) of water features are there?

· Stream, canal or river

· pond, lake or reservoir

· estuary

· coastal area
	
	

	Do the landscape features include:

· slopes?

· hills?

· valleys?

· mountains?
	
	

	Are there surfaces where rocks and/or soils can be observed?
	
	

	Is there equipment and space for weather and seasonal change investigations, including:

· making weather observations and measurements?

· sites to investigate microclimates?

· to observe seasonal change?

· evidence of weathering?
	
	

	Is there a variety of different plants and wildlife?
	
	


	Environmental geography
	Tick
	Comments

	Is there visible evidence of change over time to buildings and land use?
	
	

	Will pupils be able to assess environmental quality in terms of:

· valued spaces and buildings?

· which local streets, park or focal points are not valued?
	
	

	Is there evidence of people:

· caring for the environment?

· neglecting the environment?

· improving the area?
	
	

	Which of the following local environmental issues could the pupils investigate here?

· derelict sites, empty shops and/or buildings

· traffic congestion, noise/air pollution

· public transport provision

· road, housing, industrial, retail or leisure development schemes
	
	

	Thinking about sustainability and sustainable development, what evidence is there of:

· sustainable buildings, developments or initiatives?

· refuse collection and/or recycling facilities?
	
	

	Will the site/area allow pupils to explore sustainability in everyday life through:

· food and drink? 

· clothing?

· books, toys and other manufactured goods?

· energy generation, use and conservation?

· water supply and use?

· travel choices and consequences?

· consumption, waste and recycling?
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