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Creating 
and 

making 
music

Making 
sense of 

music 

What is the focus of Music in 
the National Curriculum?

Common elements / dimensions of music

Type of musical 
knowledge

Knowledge Rich 
terminology 

Definition Examples:

Knowledge of 
music

Tacit knowledge / 
Prepositional 
knowledge

Building 
understanding or 
a relationship 
through direct 
experience

• Some notes are longer than 
others

• Becoming familiar with a song 
learnt from repeatedly hearing 
it 

• Music can make you smile and 
cry

Knowledge how 
in music 

Procedural 
knowledge

How to do 
something 
(know-how)

• Technical skills 
• Distinguishing between sounds
• Recognising a drone 

Knowledge 
about music

Declarative 
knowledge

Facts about 
music 

• Bach was born in 1685
• A violin has 4 strings
• A clarinet is a wind instrument

‘Sound First’ is so important

“Musical fluency takes precedence over musical literacy. It is precisely 
fluency, the aural ability to imagine music coupled with the skill of 
handling an instrument (or the voice) that characterises jazz, Indian 
music, rock music, music for steel pans, a great deal of computer-
assisted music and folk music anywhere in the world.”

• Swanwick (1990:56). 
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Creating arrangements

It’s wonderful in Hounslow; the people are so great! 
There’s so much to celebrate!
We can sing and play and shine, shine, shine,
We can sing and play and shine, shine, shine.

Learn song, add drone, Ostinato, Round, Improvisation, Decide on 
beginning and ending

How do you bring in 
a pupil’s 
whole musical life?

Self determination (Deci and Ryan, 1985)

Competence

Relatedness

Autonomy

Layers of sound

Em D G C

B A G C

CHIORDS

MELODY INSTRUMENTS

Dynamite Round

I throw my hands up in the air sometimes, 
singing “Ay oh, gotta let go”
And it goes on and on and on
And it goes on and on and on, yeah! 

“Knowing music in 
the bones is what 

counts.”  
John Finney, 2015

https://jfin107.wordpress.com/2015/

https://jfin107.wordpress.com/2015/
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Primary music teaching books
Other books of potential interest


