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Aims of this Session:

To Introduce You to Some of the Key Points From the Ofsted 
Review for Art & Design

To Share AccessArt’s Thinking

To Enable You to Consider What Might Be Useful for You & 
Your School, & to Help You Think Through Some Key 

Questions



Full name in chat pls 
(register)



Throughout this 
presentation pls think 

about what RESONATES 
for you, your school and 

your pupils...



What the Review Aims To Do:

It was stressed at the launch:

•For schools or inspectors – the research reviews “share guiding principles”

•The Reviews share ideas (based upon research) “about what high quality 
education might* look like, to allow a school to “move step by step towards 
expertise.”

•That teachers should remember that the Reviews are not a checklist. Schools do 
not have to read the contents with a checklist mentality.

•“There is no single way to provide a high-quality education in the subject.”

*Pls note use of the word “might.”

In addition, AccessArt would like to remind Primary teachers in particular that the 
Review speaks to all key stages – which means that many of the examples within 
the Review are aimed at contexts other than primary.



Thank you to Marc Hayes – in this 
presentation we use (and credit) 

some of his report summaries. You 
can download/buy the summary 

here. 

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c


Summarised by 
Marc Hayes

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c
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Summarised by Marc Hayes

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c




What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Curriculum…

How much time do you have to teach art? Is 
it enough?

What would you like to teach? What would 
your pupils like to learn?



Summarised by Marc Hayes

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c


What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Opportunity for Practice…

Do you provide opportunities for practice?

How do you balance practice with novelty?



Summarised by Marc Hayes

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c


Convergent: e.g. a 
drawing exercise 
technique, colour 
mixing, specific 
knowledge

Divergent: e.g. a 
project involving 
making

Knowable?

Unknowable?



What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Convergence/Divergence…

Which resonates with you?

What could you push?

When do pupils respond best?





Summarised by Marc Hayes

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c


Practical: e.g. a skill, 
an experiential 
understanding, 
embodied knowledge 
(tacit). Might be very 
specific, or more 
general and hard to 
express in words.

Theoretical: e.g. 
knowledge relating to 
context and 
understanding.

Disciplinary: e.g. Big and embracing: 
What is Art? What is the Purpose of 
Art? Key Concepts e.g. Aesthetics…





What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Domains of Knowledge…

What is Useful for You? What do you/don’t 
you understand, in terms of types of 
knowledge?

What do your pupils need more of to help 
them experience a rich, holistic, art 
education?







What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Curriculum Progression…

What is your current approach to 
progression?

Does changing the shape of your thinking 
help you think differently about 
progression? 



Summarised by Marc Hayes

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c
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What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Pedagogy…

What do you need? Where is your skill 
level? 

What expertise would help you and your 
pupils?



Summarised by Marc Hayes
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What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Assessment…

What works/ does not work, in terms of 
your current assessment in art?

What simple changes might you make?



Summarised by Marc Hayes

https://www.marcrhayes.com/post/a-summary-of-ofsted-s-art-research-review-for-teachers-and-leaders?fbclid=IwAR08_ItRQEXMEqWm_LQ_l-TE1d0mX8VlYOWjM18DnePRFRw8jrUAs1N-z6c


What Resonates For You?

Thinking about Systems, Culture and 
Policies…

You’ve been given permission to be 
demanding (!)

What do you want to demand to empower 
you and benefit your pupils?



Beyond What We See…

“Our review considers the nature of an art curriculum that achieves the aims of the national curriculum. We do not 
explore wider ideas about the indirect uses or benefits of art education, such as the idea of art as a ‘playground for 
experimentation’ or as a way of promoting self-esteem and well-being. These areas of research may be valuable, 

but they are beyond the scope of this discussion about what pupils learn in art.”



Breakout Room 
Tasks

What Resonates for You?

What Clues Are There For You and Your 
School?

What Issues Can Be Addressed/Bettered?

And How? What Do You Need?

What Do YOU Think The Benefits of Teaching 
Art Are? Why Do We Bother?



Feedback
https://www.hounsloweducationpartnership.

co.uk/survey/primary-subject-network-
evaluation-2-2/

https://www.hounsloweducationpartnership.co.uk/survey/primary-subject-network-evaluation-2-2/
https://www.hounsloweducationpartnership.co.uk/survey/primary-subject-network-evaluation-2-2/
https://www.hounsloweducationpartnership.co.uk/survey/primary-subject-network-evaluation-2-2/


Be Consistent: Provide Opportunities

Be Brave: Explore 

Be Open: Facilitate rather than Teach

info@accessart.org.uk

www.accessart.org.uk

www.accessart.org.uk/accessart-ofsted-curriculum-
review/

www.marcrhayes.com
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